
Samples of Individual & Team Lesson Planning

● 2013-2014 Course Syllabus (for my World Geography Course)

● My Course Assignment Calendar (click on date, then click “more details” to see assignment 
details & attached files, links to lesson plan, etc.)

● Team Planning - Year at a Glance Calendar  Planning began in early summer (we began 
the year by looking for natural connections in content...then tried to create interdisciplinary units or look 
for ways to support each other’s content by rearranging, when possible, the order we introduced concepts 
and taught content to help create natural learning connections for students across various disciplines.

Sample Weekly Lesson Plan: Globalization 5 day lesson
Sample Interdisciplinary PBL Unit: Files for the Entire Unit linked below

● Global Environmental Problems (GEP) - Side by Side Lesson Interdisciplinary Planning 
with links to lessons, presentations, supplemental materials, etc. used for this 
comprehensive unit

● GEP Presentation Rubrics - Individual & Group
Samples of Student Work during GEP:
■ Sustainability PhotoEssay
■ Oil Spill Experiment Blog Post
■ Sample of GEP Student Reflections (blog post) of Learning

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bx6vZ5QJ9eqPeWh0SUl0YUxGM2s/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bx6vZ5QJ9eqPeWh0SUl0YUxGM2s/edit?usp=sharing
http://tw.neisd.net/webpages/mstewa1/index.cfm?subpage=325777
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/ccc?key=0AlaIUB60iOqkdHhLWUZudzNXNVRtUm4zYWdyN3VXLUE&usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B2oryCOMxpYUaE00YWEwWERuU0k/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kfuO-w7LDREavvvNJJyvDwYuc66EElmH3TZosQqGFMY/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bx6vZ5QJ9eqPcDdENTFScjd3T28/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bx6vZ5QJ9eqPektMRkJ2Wk1hbnM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1xBga6egcNZGYopOdwnXK0DotCUk0cs7klawAWrsyZ0U/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1xBga6egcNZGYopOdwnXK0DotCUk0cs7klawAWrsyZ0U/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1xBga6egcNZGYopOdwnXK0DotCUk0cs7klawAWrsyZ0U/edit?usp=sharing
http://blogs.neisd.net/lhudson2017/2013/10/19/chocolate-mousse-oil-spill-experiment-short-post/
http://blogs.neisd.net/lhudson2017/2013/10/19/chocolate-mousse-oil-spill-experiment-short-post/
http://blogs.neisd.net/awitherbee2017/2013/11/15/gep-presentation-reflection/
http://blogs.neisd.net/awitherbee2017/2013/11/15/gep-presentation-reflection/


Student Work - Reflective Blog Posts*:
Click on the following links to view students’ own reflections of their work last year and so far this 
school year on their educational blogs. From within these blogs, you may see evidence of their 
work and their own thoughts about what they have learned. These blogs serve as their portfolio of 
work and a way for them to show they have met graduation requirements by mastering the 
learning outcomes, writing skills, service work, and leadership characteristics of a high school 
graduate.
Class of 2016 Blogs
● http://blogs.neisd.net/kwilliams2016/2013/05/30/my-impact-on-the-world/
● http://blogs.neisd.net/rcrim2016/2013/05/21/my-impact-on-the-world-one-step-at-a-time/
● http://blogs.neisd.net/nsadowski2016/2013/03/01/south-asia-art-project/
● http://blogs.neisd.net/kcarter2016/2013/05/31/my-impact-on-the-world-geography-final/
● http://blogs.neisd.net/jramspeck2016/tag/world-geography/
● http://blogs.neisd.net/fgonzalez2016/2013/02/22/east-asia-virtual-tours/

Class of 2017 Blogs (so far this school year…)
● http://blogs.neisd.net/agonzalez2017/tag/world-geography/
● http://blogs.neisd.net/awitherbee2017/category/subject/history-social-studies/
● http://blogs.neisd.net/lhudson2017/2013/10/19/gep-extra-credit-blog-post-outline-short-post/
● http://blogs.neisd.net/rrisman2017/category/social-studies/

Note on Blogs: Most students keep their blog posts private & shared only with their teachers and 
classmates; these blog links are from some of my students that have shared their blogs publicly.

Additional Samples of Student Work

http://blogs.neisd.net/kwilliams2016/2013/05/30/my-impact-on-the-world/
http://blogs.neisd.net/kwilliams2016/2013/05/30/my-impact-on-the-world/
http://blogs.neisd.net/rcrim2016/2013/05/21/my-impact-on-the-world-one-step-at-a-time/
http://blogs.neisd.net/rcrim2016/2013/05/21/my-impact-on-the-world-one-step-at-a-time/
http://blogs.neisd.net/nsadowski2016/2013/03/01/south-asia-art-project/
http://blogs.neisd.net/nsadowski2016/2013/03/01/south-asia-art-project/
http://blogs.neisd.net/kcarter2016/2013/05/31/my-impact-on-the-world-geography-final/
http://blogs.neisd.net/kcarter2016/2013/05/31/my-impact-on-the-world-geography-final/
http://blogs.neisd.net/jramspeck2016/tag/world-geography/
http://blogs.neisd.net/jramspeck2016/tag/world-geography/
http://blogs.neisd.net/fgonzalez2016/2013/02/22/east-asia-virtual-tours/
http://blogs.neisd.net/fgonzalez2016/2013/02/22/east-asia-virtual-tours/
http://blogs.neisd.net/agonzalez2017/tag/world-geography/
http://blogs.neisd.net/agonzalez2017/tag/world-geography/
http://blogs.neisd.net/awitherbee2017/category/subject/history-social-studies/
http://blogs.neisd.net/awitherbee2017/category/subject/history-social-studies/
http://blogs.neisd.net/lhudson2017/2013/10/19/gep-extra-credit-blog-post-outline-short-post/
http://blogs.neisd.net/lhudson2017/2013/10/19/gep-extra-credit-blog-post-outline-short-post/
http://blogs.neisd.net/rrisman2017/category/social-studies/
http://blogs.neisd.net/rrisman2017/category/social-studies/




The Classroom Setting...
Creating a warm, inviting & 

well organized space 
for collaborative student 

learning 

Click HERE to watch a 24 Sec. video clip of students 
working collaboratively to create a concept map with 
unit vocabulary terms. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bx6vZ5QJ9eqPd2NYVS0xMkx5Rjg/edit?usp=sharing


Planning for Success…
Each school year begins with a summer of professional development, research, field 
studies & planning for new units, student travel, etc.



Summer Assignments Lead to Skype 
Session with Author of 

Bamboo People, Mitali Perkins
Students prepare for their Freshman year by reading the novel, Bamboo People, by Mitali 
Perkins. The setting of the story is in Myanmar and covers issues including political unrest, 
oppression, human rights, child soldiers, poverty, loss of cultural identity. Click HERE to see the 
interdisciplinary summer assignment. HERE is the Rubric. This assignment involves all of their 
core Freshman classes and sets the tone of the school year and prepares them for learning 
about many pressing global issues from the lens of multiple cultural perspectives.

Click HERE to see introductory video 
from Mrs. Stewart & the Biology teacher 
as we explain for incoming students the 
interdisciplinary summer assignment on 
biocultural preservation of Myanmar.

Here are a few examples of student 
summer assignments & how they chose 
to showcase their learning in different 
formats:
● YouTube Video/Documentary
● Prezi presentation
● Glog
● Website
● Google Presentation

https://sites.google.com/a/neisd.net/isa-freshmen-summer-assignments/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HxIh2nsxvAOD98YeTP-pOUMlnz0aAAjvPe6z6N89Gp8/edit?usp=sharing
https://sites.google.com/a/neisd.net/isa-freshmen-summer-assignments/assignments
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_G_egkBsEk4
http://prezi.com/f8no0kskqm-l/untitled-prezi/?utm_campaign=share&utm_medium=copy
http://prezi.com/f8no0kskqm-l/untitled-prezi/?utm_campaign=share&utm_medium=copy
http://paigejohnsonisa.edu.glogster.com/preserving-burma
http://paigejohnsonisa.edu.glogster.com/preserving-burma
http://bioculturalburma.weebly.com/
http://bioculturalburma.weebly.com/
https://docs.google.com/a/neisd.net/file/d/0Bw9TaG9qzSfubkZEU0V6XzFfc0E/edit
https://docs.google.com/a/neisd.net/file/d/0Bw9TaG9qzSfubkZEU0V6XzFfc0E/edit


Sample of Vertical Alignment Unit:
 Pre-AP World Geography Students Prep for AP World History by researching & 
mapping historical migration patterns. Students use primary source documents 

and write a timed Document Based Questioning (DBQ) Essay 
to prepare for AP Exam Free Response Timed Writing. 

Students also research a historical civilization, create an online Glog providing timelines, historical and 
current maps and details about the significant contributions and impact these civilizations had in human 

history.  This allows students to work on understanding historical change over time and examine the 
motivations for migration and impact immigration has had on different regions of the world. Their work is 

shared with their peers, as well as the AP World History teacher to serve as a pre-assessment of their 
understanding of World History; their DBQ essays are also shared with AP World History, AP U.S. History 
and  AP Human Geography teachers, as well as English teachers to assess my students’ level of writing 

about Social Studies content in preparation for AP exams.

Click HERE to see Lesson Details
Links to the DBQ Essay Packet, Migration 

DBQ Essay Background Information 
Presentation shared with students
Examples of Student Work:

● Sample of student’s first revision of essay 
with peer feedback (originally timed; afterwards 
students were allowed to type & correct their essay 

& then pair up with peers for peer constructive 
feedback)

● Sample Historical Glogs: British Empire
The Aryans in Indus River Valley The 

Mississippian Culture   The Bantu People

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1-Sy49-SZI_ADsjT1U5h0R7Nt5ddfCCcjEr4bLX5CfBw/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bx6vZ5QJ9eqPLTMxSk5PMlY3Njg/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bx6vZ5QJ9eqPYl9wTENTYkRQUm8/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bx6vZ5QJ9eqPYl9wTENTYkRQUm8/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bx6vZ5QJ9eqPYl9wTENTYkRQUm8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1objwCJO2uvaRjKIS8n0RmbSmQPo4UaxbVKFFvuvtXHc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1objwCJO2uvaRjKIS8n0RmbSmQPo4UaxbVKFFvuvtXHc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1objwCJO2uvaRjKIS8n0RmbSmQPo4UaxbVKFFvuvtXHc/edit?usp=sharing
http://hharvey6595.edu.glogster.com/british-empire-glog
http://thebigv.edu.glogster.com/aryans
http://thebigv.edu.glogster.com/aryans
http://thebigv.edu.glogster.com/aryans
http://thebigv.edu.glogster.com/aryans
http://vcrevoisier.edu.glogster.com/native-mississippian-culture-and-info
http://oribble.edu.glogster.com/3ribblebantu-people
http://vcrevoisier.edu.glogster.com/native-mississippian-culture-and-info
http://vcrevoisier.edu.glogster.com/native-mississippian-culture-and-info


Environmental Health Unit:
“One Day without Shoes”
 Health Awareness Event

In World Geography classes...Students participate in Shoe 
Workshop using scrap materials found in recycling/waste bins to simulate life in 
poverty ...students must try to go one day without their regular shoes & wear their homemade shoes 

for 1 school day. Students also will put tape on the bottom of their shoes & collect samples; in 
biology they will test their samples for potential pathogens and examine hazards that could lead 

to health issues if they could not afford shoes and had to walk barefoot.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1_v1yI02_o3wzorXrQAfEBT5im3555XfdgS-ocYR2xQM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1_v1yI02_o3wzorXrQAfEBT5im3555XfdgS-ocYR2xQM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1_v1yI02_o3wzorXrQAfEBT5im3555XfdgS-ocYR2xQM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1_v1yI02_o3wzorXrQAfEBT5im3555XfdgS-ocYR2xQM/edit?usp=sharing


MUNSA: Model United Nations San Antonio
MUNSA is one of the largest Student-Run Model U.N. conferences in the U.S. All ISA students 
participate in MUNSA. Each grade level organizes part of each year’s conference and each 
teacher has a role in helping students learn how to coordinate and host the conference. World 
Geography students research various topics related to each year’s theme. For MUNSA 
2014, the theme was Global Migration, Trade & Human Trafficking. Students researched the 
history, mission, and the committees’ roles and legal authority within of the United Nations;  they 
researched the various topics each MUN committee would be addressing, and participated as 
Press Corps members in the conference. In their English classes, they learned journalistic style 
writing. They had to interview student delegates and write a summary from the committee room 
they were assigned to, trying to get their press write-up selected by the Committee Chair for 
publication in the MUNSA Newspaper. Click below to see a few examples of my students’ final 
products of journalistic writing:  
EcoSac Investigates Drug Trafficking 
Refugees Committee: “To give a state to a stateless refugee”
Child Labor: “Outdated Concept; Ongoing Issue”

http://isamunsa.org/
http://isamunsa.org/
http://isamunsa.org/enter/about.php
http://isamunsa.org/enter/about.php
https://blogs.neisd.net/munsa/2014/01/10/ecosoc-investigates-international-drug-trafficking/
https://blogs.neisd.net/munsa/2014/01/10/ecosoc-investigates-international-drug-trafficking/
https://blogs.neisd.net/munsa/2014/01/10/to-give-a-state-to-a-stateless-refugee/
https://blogs.neisd.net/munsa/2014/01/10/to-give-a-state-to-a-stateless-refugee/
https://blogs.neisd.net/munsa/2014/01/10/child-labor-outdated-concept-ongoing-issue/
https://blogs.neisd.net/munsa/2014/01/10/child-labor-outdated-concept-ongoing-issue/


Global Environmental Problems (GEP) 
Interdisciplinary PBL - Final Presentations

Students are assigned to a group & then to an 
environmental viewpoint on U.S. 

Environmental Policy. They have to develop 
policy recommendations based on their 
assigned perspective, participate in an 

environmental debate and defend their group’s 
policy proposals before a committee made up 

of local city and county environmental and 
government policy experts.

Click HERE to watch a video clip of one group’
s presentation



Heifer International Trip- A week-long trip to Arkansas 
for 120 students to experience a glimpse at life in poverty through a simulated village 
family life representing a developing country. Students also learn important leadership 
skills and the importance of cooperation, conflict resolution and sustainable community 
actions to lift communities out of poverty and for communities to thrive and meet their 
economic, political, environmental, social and emotional needs as a community and as 
individuals living within a community.

Click HERE to listen/view one student’s reflection as they capture their 
experience using VoiceThread.

https://voicethread.com/?#q.b5209270.i26562691


Heifer: Take Action! 
Student-Designed Semester of Service 

Sustainable Communities Service Projects
After students return from the week-long trip at Heifer International’s Headquarters and 
Global Village Ranch, students are given a chance to take what they have learned from 
GEP and from Heifer and design their own community service project to be carried out 
during the Spring Semester. 
Click HERE to view Take Action! Project Information, Learning Objectives 
Click HERE to view Project Planning Details, Timeline, & Requirements

Click HERE to see a sample of one student’s proposed service project proposals

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1O8G5wanqhc-rRByDeas2m1dIdRw4LnI8gNT0MB_cnYo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GBDdrNlg0j8nQxXtD0rXGE0AbXQjWKqVJzqYYoVKSi4/edit?usp=sharing
http://prezi.com/j7jvt-k1rlbj/?utm_campaign=share&utm_medium=copy&rc=ex0share


“Walk a Mile in Someone Else’s Shoes”  
Poverty & Water Scarcity 

Awareness/Fundraiser Event
In May 2013, my students experienced a slight glimpse into the difficulty of living in poverty where 
often people (especially women and children) must walk miles each day to collect water for their 
daily use. Students walked a minimum of 1 mile carrying a bucket of water. Students also raised 

over $1,000 through their donations in this one day event. Funds were donated to Nuru 
International, an organization working to end extreme hunger and build sustainable communities 
in Kenya and Ethiopia. Some of my students were so moved by this event, they volunteered their 
time to go organize and coordinate another “Walk a Mile in Someone Else’s Shoes” 1 day event 

at the nearby middle school.



Student Participation in 
Advocacy Events

I love seeing my students get involved in local events to develop a strong sense of civic 
engagement and to feel more personally connected to global issues they are learning 
about in class. Here are a couple of events: a march to raise awareness about genocide 
and a screening of a new documentary about the LRA in Uganda.



Students’ Phones Become Tools --Not Toys
Teaching Students to Use Social Media to Talk, Tweet & Connect Academic 

Content They Learn in Class When They See Examples of What They Learned in 
Class in the Real World…& Take Action within the Community. 

Authentic Learning, Real Action. Real Connections to the Content 



Cultural Exchange Programs
Some of the photos from cultural exchange visits I have coordinated for students and 

teachers from South Korea, Japan and various Central American countries



Examples of Campus Community Involvement
Each year, Dance Students select their favorite teacher to dance the annual student-teacher 

football halftime performance. I was honored, a bit clumsy, but had a terrific time bonding 
with my students and colleagues at rehearsals. Moments like these make school feel like a 

real community and all of its members like an extension of my own family. 

My team and I coordinating, alongside 
with parents, the annual Freshman 

Garage Sale. All of the money raised 
helps offset the expense of travel by 

providing travel scholarships for 
students whose families may otherwise 

not be able to afford to send their 
children on our weeklong trips. I love 

helping ensure 100% of my students get 
to travel regardless of personal  family 

finances.


